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Office Closed
The McLean County Farm Bureau office will be closed until at least 
April 30. Staff can be reached during regular business hours by 
phone at (309) 663-6497 or e-mail at membership@mcfb.org 

Upcoming Events
April - All meetings & programs cancelled 		

May 
Tues. 19		  MCFB Board Meeting
Mon. 25		  Memorial Day - Office Closed

McLean County Farm Bureau board member, Carly Rickard, 
participated in the Illinois Farm Bureau Leaders to Washington trip 
March 10-12. Rickard is pictured second row, third from the left.

Rickard Talks RFS, Key Farm 
Issues on Leaders to DC Trip 

The Renewable Fuel Standard, 
dicamba regulations and trade 
served as key discussion topics 
during the recent Illinois Farm 
Bureau Leaders to Washington trip 
held March 10-12.

McLean County Farm Bureau 
board member, Carly Rickard, 
traveled to the nation’s capital 
along with 16 other Illinois farmers.

Rickard met with Congressman 
Darin LaHood, as well as U.S. 
Sens. Tammy Duckworth, and 
Dick Durbin. 

The group also visited with 
officials at the USDA including 
Gregg Doud, chief ag negotiator on 
the Phase I trade deal with China. 

Additional stops included the EPA 
and the French Embassy.

Illinois Farm Bureau offers the 
Leaders to Washington trip for 
farmer members twice a year.

To join Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
advocacy efforts, sign up for the 
Farm Bureau Agriculture Contact 
Team at www.ilfb.org/fbact. 

FB ACT members receive an 
e-mail or text message with an easy 
process to contact  elected officials 
on critical issues. 

Action requests only happen a 
few times per year and take just 
a few minutes to complete. Your 
participation makes a big difference 
in amplifying our efforts.

Austin Baer of Carlock  and 
Patrick Killian of Lexington  have 
been appointed to serve as advisory 
members on the McLean County 
Farm Bureau Board of Directors. 

As advisory members, they will 
participate in the monthly McLean 
County Farm Bureau board of 
directors’ meetings as non-voting 
members and have the opportunity 
to attend other Farm Bureau 
programs like the IAA Annual 
Meeting.

The Advisory Board Member 
program serves as a leadership 
development program and  
promotes active participation in 
McLean County Farm Bureau. 

Advisory board members are 
appointed to a one year term with 
an option to serve a second year 
based on interest and satisfactory 
completion of the first year. 

New Advisory 
Board Members

BIG Thank You!

Weldon Fertilizer & Lumber

Terven Trucking

COVID-19 Farm Resources, Tips

Ten FFA members from area 
high schools have been selected 
as recipients of the 2020 McLean 
County Farm Bureau Service 
Awards.

The awards are given annually 
to one member from each local 
FFA chapter who demonstrates 
leadership through service to 
their FFA chapter, school and 
community.

 The winners are nominated by 
their ag teachers.

McLean County Farm Bureau 
congratulates this year’s FFA 
Service Award winners:
•	 Abby Bolen, Blue Ridge
•	 Ashlyn Mool, El Paso-Gridley
•	 Lauren Toohill, Heyworth
•	 Brian Clapp, LeRoy
•	 Beth Clark, Lexington
•	 Lexi Whalen, Normal 
Community

•	 Abi Wight, Normal West
•	 Kailey Little, Olympia
•	 Kelly Jones, Ridgeview
•	 Cassandra Bean, Tri-Valley

www.my2020census.gov

Have you completed your 2020 Census?
All households should have received an “Invitation to 

Respond” in the mail to complete the 2020 U.S. Census. 
Visit www.my2020census.gov or call 844-330-2020 to get 
counted today!

3 Ways to Respond:Census data impacts:
•	 Legislative districts
•	 Transportation funding
•	 School funding
•	 Rural Development 
•	 And more!

Landowner 101 Classes Online
McLean County Farm Bureau’s 

recent Landowner 101 classes 
are now available online at www.
mcfb.org/landowner101

Landowners can purchase 
access to the following sessions:

•	 Farmland Ownership & 
Leasing

•	 Basic Agronomy
•	 Grain Marketing
Each course is approximately 

two hours of content in video 

format along with handouts. The 
cost for Farm Bureau members is 
$15 per class or $40 for all three 
sessions.

The classes provide information 
and resources to help landowners 
make informed decisions about 
managing their farmland assets. 

The topics covered include 
farmland value trends, lease types, 
calculating cash rent, maintaining 
soil fertility and more.

FFA Chapter 
Service Awards

The McLean County Farm 
Bureau Prime Timers April meeting 
has been cancelled as restrictions 
on public gatherings have been 
extended to April 30. The meeting 
will not be rescheduled, but at this 
time the group will plan to meet as 
scheduled June 25.

Prime Timers 
Meeting Cancelled

Now is the time to be aware of 
the need to limit exposure and risks 
related to COVID-19 for you and 
everyone who lives and works on 
your farm. Suggested tips:

•	Establish a plan for no contact 
farm deliveries 

•	Maintain a visitor log for your 
farm which could help with 
contact tracing in the event of a 
positive case in your area.

•	Limit person-to-person 
interactions, maintain six foot 
distance when possible.

•	Wash your hands frequently. 
Set up handwashing/
sanitization stations in 
accessible places

•	Sanitize frequently touched 
surfaces: doorknobs, handles, 
steering wheels, etc. 

•	Establish a contingency plan 
for what to do if you, a family 
member or farm employee get 
sick including quarantine. 
Find more details, information 

and links to additional resources at 
www.mcfb.org/covid19


