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Switching to Corn – Herbicide Issues

• Look at the plant back restrictions for the 
soybean herbicides you have applied
• Chemical damage is not an insurable claim

• Lessons of Pursuit

• Consider carryover concerns to soybeans 
next year in your choices for product and 
rates



Switching to Beans – Herbicide Issues

• Don’t assume because you 
have had a lot of rain that the 
corn herbicide is gone

• Be cautious of the soybean 
post emergence herbicide you 
use and the plant back 
restrictions for corn next year

• *******APPLY A PREPLANT 
OR PREEMERGE HERBICIDE 
BEFORE PLANTING 
SOYBEANS********

https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/preemergence-herbicides-delayed-critical-time-weed-removal-soybean

https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/preemergence-herbicides-delayed-critical-time-weed-removal-soybean


Preventative Plant Acres

• Soil Health
• Bare soil can decrease 

productivity for next year
• Live roots will keep the soil 

“alive” in better condition

• Weed Control
• Weeds are not cover crops
• Don’t want the revenge of 

Plant 2019 to come back for 
the next several years



Weed Control in PP

• Tillage
• May be an economical option
• May help keep you busy with repeat passes
• Works best with small weeds
• Repeated tillage can damage soil structure, kill 

microbial activity, bring up more weed seeds to 
germinate

• Herbicides
• Will need repeated 2-3 times to be effective
• Must spray prior to seed formation
• Residual herbicides sound good, but actually won’t 

last as long without a crop to compete



Cover Crops

• Keep it simple

• Buy from a reputable dealer

• Make sure the seed is clean
• Check for contaminants

• Check for weed seed not from 
your area

• Don’t spend a fortune

https://soil.msu.edu/corn-nitrogen-management-following-daikon-radish-and-forage-oat-cover-crops/

https://soil.msu.edu/corn-nitrogen-management-following-daikon-radish-and-forage-oat-cover-crops/


Choosing Cover Crops Species

• Herbicides Already Applied

• Experience Level with Cover Crops

• 2020 Intended Crop

• Based on Additional Goals
• Erosion Control
• Build Humus
• Break up tight soils
• Scavenge Nutrients
• Grazing or Forages

• Timing of Planting of Cover Crops

• Availability

https://www.themodernhomestead.us/article/Summer+Cover+Crops.html

https://www.themodernhomestead.us/article/Summer+Cover+Crops.html


http://mccc.msu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WI_2015_Herbicide-Rotation-Restrictions.pdf

http://mccc.msu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WI_2015_Herbicide-Rotation-Restrictions.pdf


http://mccc.msu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WI_2015_Herbicide-Rotation-Restrictions.pdf

http://mccc.msu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/WI_2015_Herbicide-Rotation-Restrictions.pdf


Oats and Radishes

• Good for first timers
• Plant later into July
• Winter Kills
• Good combination prior to 

corn
• Two root types/depths
• Con – potential nutrient 

leaching due to no spring 
growth

• The stench can be strong

https://i2.wp.com/onvegetables.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/dsc_7963sm.jpg

https://i2.wp.com/onvegetables.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/dsc_7963sm.jpg


Rye as a Cover Crop

• Great if going to Soybeans

• Needs more intense 
management if going to corn
• Need to kill in time prior to 

planting

• Use extra nitrogen to cover until 
residue releases

• Great weed control

• Scavenges nutrients
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Fertilizer – What’s left?

• Phosphorus and Potassium 
• Should be present in 

saturated soils
• Running water will move soil 

and move nutrients

• Nitrogen
• Depends on application 

timing, product, saturation, 
temperature, etc.

• Would not assume much is 
there for 2020



Keeping Busy

• Haul lime

• Fix waterways and washouts

• Tile fields

• Finish your honey do lists

• Hope for a warm dry fall

• Remember you aren’t alone –
it’s been stressful so take care of 
yourself
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