Local Link

Country Church Born Again as a Barn

A barn in rural Heyworth was originally built as the Sparta United
Methodist Church in 1867. The building was purchased in 1915 by the
Martens family, moved to their farm by mule and re-purposed. Today it
continues to be used as a barn as the second use has outlasted the first.

For a barn sitting on a farmstead in rural
Heyworth, an unusual layout and extra
windows offer subtle hints that the building
began its life as a church.
Built as the Sparta United Methodist Church
in 1867, the structure originally sat about one
quarter mile north of its present spot.
The Martens family purchased the building
for $200 in 1915 and had it moved by mule team
to its current location in 1916.
Two generations of the Martens family each
raised four children on the farm. The farmstead
was sold to the Rustemeyer family in 2014 and
the barn is now used for their show pigs.
The four diamond barn quilt was added to
reflect the heritage of both families.
Some of the historical details about the barn
were state inacurrately in the “Barn Quilt Trail
Weaves Through McLean County” article in the
previous issue of Partners. We regret the error.
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Make a Donation to Keep Agriculture Growing Strong!

7

8A
-1

ctivities:

K-12 students learned
about food & farming

2 easy ways to donate:
1. Return the form below
with your donation
2. Visit www.mcfb.org/
foundation & click:
in Ag Leadership scholarships awarded

in grants to local
FFA chapters

Yes, I want to support agricultural education
efforts in McLean County! Here’s my gift of:
$25
Name: _________________________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________________
E-mail:_________________________________________________________________

$50

Other

Please make check out to:
MCFB Foundation
2242 Westgate Drive
Bloomington, IL 61705
(309) 663-6497
www.mcfb.org/foundation

